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Collect

Holy and eternal God, give us such trust
in your sure purpose, that we measure our
lives not by what we have done or failed
to do but by our faithfulness to you.
Amen.

WELCOME

everyone sharing in worship with us today
and all those who read the Pebble on-line.

The Liturgy for Today.
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662)
10.30 am Solemn Sung Eucharist
5:00 pm Evensong and Benediction followed by
supper

HYMNS FOR TODAY

238 New every morning is the love

We sing the three-fold Alleluia at the Gospel
271 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

376 I heard the voice of Jesus say

235 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go

READINGS FOR TODAY:

Zechariah 9: 9-10

Psalm 145 Response: 1 will praise your name forever,
my king and my God

Romans 8:9, 11-13
Matthew 11: 25-30

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Isaiah 55: 10-11

Psalm 65 Response: Your word, O Lord, brings forth
life

Romans 8: 18-23
Matthew 13: 1-23
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PARISH NEWS

Healing Ministry During communion at the 10.30
am Solemn Sung Eucharist Fr Kit will be available in
the Lady Chapel to pray with you on any issue
which is concerning you.

Worship this week:

Tuesday: 11 am Frances Hodgkins

Thursday: 10 am Holy Eucharist

The Rock. The latest edition of the parish magazine
is available at the back of the church and in the Link.
Pastoral care. If you would like a pastoral visit for
any reason please contact Fr. John.

Baptism and Confirmation If you would like to be
baptised or confirmed please speak with Fr. John.
Classes for people of any age can be arranged at any
time of year, please ask.

Confession by appointment with Fr. John.

Pray for the Sick and Infirm in the Parish and
Beyond Jesse, Kurt, Harry and Isabella, Rosemary
Brown, Paul Hill and Jill Hodges.

Pray for those whose memorials occur at this time
Darcy Steele, Rosanne Carruthers, Joyce Gordon,
Ngaere Newell, Len Burt and Margaret Fraser.
Please remember the foodbanks we support, when
you are shopping. Why not buy an extra grocery
item to place in the baskets at the back of church.
The need is very real.

Dear Friends,

We have passed the middle of winter, the shortest
daylight day has gone, and we start our slow move
towards spring and warmer weather. It is not unusual for
people during winter, with less sunlight and colder
weather, to start to feel down and find their mood
negatively affected by the season. All this can make us
feel weary and like we are carrying a heavy burden.

In our Gospel this morning, Jesus speaks to those
who are weary and carrying heavy burdens. His
invitation is wonderfully simple: "Come to me." He does
not promise that every difficulty will disappear
overnight, nor that life will suddenly become easy.
Instead, he promises his presence, his companionship,
and his rest.

The burdens we carry are not always visible. They
may be worries about family, grief, illness, loneliness,
financial pressures, or simply the weight of trying to
keep going. Jesus meets us in the midst of these realities,
not with condemnation but with gentleness and
compassion. He reminds us that we were never meant to
carry life's burdens alone.

As we gather around the Lord's table today, may
we hear Christ's invitation afresh. May we entrust our
cares to him, receive the peace that only he can give, and
leave strengthened to share his gentle love with those
around us.

Yours in Christ, Fr. John
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