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The Pebble

Sunday August 23,2026 Ordinary 21

"The Light of the World," William Holman Hunt, 1851-56

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, by your Spirit
the whole body of the Church is governed and
sanctified; hear the prayer we offer for all your
faithful people, that in the ministry to which you
have called us we may serve you in holiness and
truth; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Chriest. Amen.

WELCOME

everyone sharing in worship with us today
and all those who read the Pebble on-line.

The Liturgy for Today.
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662)
10.30 am Solemn Sung Eucharist

HYMNS FOR TODAY

337 As pants the hart for cooling streams
We sing the three-fold Alleluia at the Gospel
271 Alelluia, sing to Jesus

305 Soul of my Saviour

332 All hail the power of Jesu’s Name

READINGS FOR TODAY:
Isaiah 22.15,19-23

Psalm 138 Response: Lord, your love is eternal; do

not forsake the work of your
hands.

Romans 11.33-36
Matthew 16.13-20

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Jeremiah 20:7-9

Psalm 63 Response: My soul is thirsting for you, O
Lord my God.

Romans 12: 1-2
Matthew 16: 21-27



http://www.stpeterscaversham.org.nz/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Isaiah%2022.15,19-23;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Psalm%20138;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Romans%2011.33-36;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Matthew%2016.13-20;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Jeremiah%2020:7-9;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Psalm%2063;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Romans%2012:%201-2;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Matthew%2016:%2021-27;&version=9;&interface=print

PARISH NEWS

Healing Ministry During communion at the 10.30
am Solemn Sung Eucharist Fr Kit will be available in
the Lady Chapel to pray with you on any issue
which is concerning you.

Lost and found There are several personal items that
have been found in the church and hall complex. If
you are missing any items, please let us know.
Fellowship Group The fellowship group will meet
Tuesday, 25t August. We will meet at the Early
Settlers museum Coffee Bar for lunch, 12:30pm.
Then have a guided tour of Eden Hore’s frocks.
Hope you all come - Raylene (03) 455-2389.

Worship this week:

Thursday: 10 am Holy Eucharist (Parish hall)

The Rock. The latest edition of the parish magazine
is available at the back of the church and in the Link.
Pastoral care. If you would like a pastoral visit for
any reason, please contact Fr. John.

Confession by appointment with Fr. John.

Pray for the Sick and Infirm in the Parish and
Beyond Kurt, Rosemary Brown, Margaret van Gend,
Sharyn McGlynn and Jill Hodges.

Pray for those whose memorials occur at this time
Winifred Rodgers, Annie Mitchell, Ted Hawkhead,
Winnie Dunlop and Robert Jacobs

Please remember the foodbanks we support, when
you are shopping. Why not buy an extra grocery
item to place in the baskets at the back of church.
The need is very real.

Dear friends,

Those of you who have good memories or are astute
readers of the Pebble will recognise that we have already
read our Gospel reading for this Sunday about two
months ago. This reading, from the Gospel of Matthew,
talks to us about Peter’s declaration that Christ is the
Messiah. We heard this reading on our Patronal Feast
Day when we celebrated St. Peter. So, how do we deal
with it now, or more importantly for me, how do I
prepare a different sermon on exactly the same text?

This brings up a very good discussion point. How
do we deal with reading the same Bible over and over
again? How do we make sure we don’t become too
complacent when we are reading the scriptures and say
to ourselves ‘I don’t need to read this again, I know
everything I need to know’?

The answer, I think, is to allow Scripture to speak
to us afresh each time we encounter it. We may know the
words, but we are not the same people we were the last
time we heard them. Our circumstances, our struggles,
and our faith have changed. Perhaps, then, the question
is not simply, “What does this passage mean?” but
“What is God saying to me today?

Yours in Christ, Fr John
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